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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPDC, MASS, MO 

SUBJECT: KING'S MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS MOROCCAN UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF TEXT OF 
LETTER LEFT SITH VICE PRESIDENT FOR DELIVERY TO PRESIDENT 

BY MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOUCETTA MARCH 14. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

QUOTE: MR. PRESIDENT: 

IT IS PARTICULARLY AGREEABLE FOR US TO EXPRESS TO YOUR 
EXCELLENCY OUR FRIENDLY AND DEEPLY FELT THANKS FOR YOUR 
GOOD WISHES, AND THE CONGRATULATIONS WHICH YOU HAVE SO 
KINDLY ADDRESSED TO US-IN YOUR NAME AND THAT OF THE 
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AMERICAN PEOPLE-ON THE OCCASION OF THE CELEBRATIONS OF 
THE NATIONAL DAY OF OUR KINGDOM. AND THE 17TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF OUR ACCESSION TO THE ALAOUITE THRONE. 

WE ARE MOST SENSIBLE OF, AND GRATIFIED BY, THE WISH EX- 
PRESSED BY YOUR EXCELLENCY OF MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING 
THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, AND 
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OF WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE A MORE PROSPEROUS AND PEACE- 
FUL WORLD. 

IT IS TO EMPHASIZE OUR COMMON DESIRE TO STRENGTHEN THE 
FRIENDLY LINKS WHICH UNITE US THAT WE WISH TO CALL THE 
ATTENTION OF YOUR EXCELLENCY TO THE STATEMENT MADE BY 
CERTAIN RESPONSIBLE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ADMINI 
STRATION ON THE SUBJECT OF THE TERRITORY OF THE WESTERN 
SAHARA WHICH WAS CEDED BACK TO US BY SPAIN AFTER THE 
AGREEMENT OF THE 14TH NOVEMBER 1975. THIS PUT AN END, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE USAGES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 
OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, TO A COLONIAL SITUA- 
TION WHICH HAD CUT OFF A PART OF OUR NATIONAL TERRITORY. 

DURING THE "HEARING' 1 OF THE 1ST MARCH 1978 BY THE TWO SUB- 
COMMISSIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND OF 
AFRICA, MR. VELIOTES, ASSISTANT TO THE UNDER-SECRETARY 
FOR MIDDLE EASTERN AND SOUTH-EAST ASIAN AFFAIRS, MADE A 
STATEMENT. 

IN THE FIRST PART, MR. VELIOTES RECALLED THE FRIENDLY RE- 
LATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES; HE EMPHASIZED 
IN PARTICULAR: 

1) THE POSITION TAKEN BY OUR GOVERNMENT IN THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST TERRORISM. 
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2) THE WISE AND MODERATE ATTITUDE-AS HE DESCRIBED IT- 
ADOPTED BY OUR GOVERNMENT TOWARDS THE MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION. 

3) THE LIBERAL POLICIES FOLLOWED INSIDE OUR COUNTRY, AND 
ITS TRADITION OF RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE. 

4) THE VARIOUS AMNESTIES AND PRAISEWORTHY EFFORTS UNDER- 
TAKEN BY US TO ENSURE RESPECT FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN; AND 
THE PROGRESS RECORDED. 

IN THE SECOND PART OF HIS STATEMENT, DEALING WITH THE 
TERRITORY OF THE SAHARA, MR. VELIOTES SAID, "IF THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE TERRITORY OF MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA 
IS GENERALLY NOT CONTESTED, IT IS NO LESS THE CASE THAT 
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THOSE TWO COUNTRIES OVER THE SAID 
TERRITORY IS NOT RECOGNIZED...". 

THIS DISTINCTION, MR. PRESIDENT, BETWEEN ADMINISTRATION 
AND SOVEREIGNTY-OF WHICH WE APPREHEND NEITHER THE SENSE 
NOR THE INTENTION-MAY WELL, IF REPEATED BY RESPONSIBLE 
AMERICANS, GIVE OUR COMMON ENEMIES THE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
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MALEVOLENT INTERPRETATIONS. IT COULD INDUCE THEM TO CON- 
SIDER THAT THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA HAS CHANGED ITS 
ATTITUDE- AN ATTITUDE WHICH HAS ALWAYS CONFORMED WITH 

JUSTICE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE HAS, FROM TIME IM- 
MEMORIAL RECOGNIZED THE TIES OF ALLEGIANCE (SOVEREIGNTY) 
BETWEEN THE INHABITANTS OF THAT TERRITORY (THE SAHARA), 
AND THE KINGS OF MOROCCO. THE MADRID AGREEMENT OF 14TH 
NOVEMBER 1975, IN CONFORMITY WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS-IN 
PARTICULAR, ARTICLE 33-PUT AN END TO A SITUATION OF 
COLONIALIZATION, AND TO INTERFERENCE WITH THE TERRITORIAL 
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INTEGRITY OF A STATE. 

THE EXPRESSION OF THE WISHES OF THE POPULATION WAS RE- 
VEALED BY THE ORGANIZATION ENTITLED TO JUDGE, IN THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES THE JEMA'A, OR LOCAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTING 
THE UNANIMOUS VOICE OF ALL THE INHABITANTS. 

BY RENOUNCING ALL RESPONSIBILITY, BOTH INTERNATIONAL AND 
INTERNAL, SPAIN CEDED BACK TO US THE TERRITORY ON WHICH WE 
EXERCISE ALL THE ATTRIBUTES OF OUR SOVEREIGNTY. 

ON A MORE GENERAL STRATEGICAL AND GEOPOLITICAL LEVEL, OUR 
SPECIAL ENVOY-THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
COOPERATION- WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, OUR VIEWS 
WHICH, WE BELIEVE, WILL COINCIDE WITH YOURS, FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF PEACE AND SECURITY IN THIS PART OF THE 
WORLD. 

WE SHOULD BE MOST GRATIFIED WHEN THE OCCASION ARISES TO 
HEAR YOUR VERY PERTINENT VIEWS ON THIS MATTER. 

WE REITERATE TO YOUR EXCELLENCY OUR FIRM INTENTION OF 
WORKING TOWARDS THE STRENGTHENING AND DEVELOPING OF THE 
EXCELLENT CENTURY-OLD RELATIONS WHICH UNITE OUR TWO 
FRIENDLY COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES. 

WE BEG YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, TO BE ASSURED OF OUR HIGHEST 
REGARD AND FRIENDLY FEELINGS. 

MADE AT THE ROYAL PALACE, RABAT 
8TH MARCH 1978 

HASSAN II 
SECRET 
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KING OF MOROCCO 
UNQUOTE. END TEXT. VANCE 
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